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Critical Notebook 3c: Rais ing Arizona 
 
• Part A: Creating Sound – to complete this section of this exercise, consult reputable 

online sources such as imdb.com.  
 

1)  What were the sound positions for the movie “Raising Arizona?”  List at least five 
key positions.   

 
 
 
 
2)  Review the key types of sound that make up the mix of a motion picture.  Select five 

types of sound that make up the sound mix and for each of them, indicate the sound 
personnel who would have been responsible for each aspect of the mix.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
3)  Who was the primary person responsible for the overall sound on this movie?  (Hint: 

It is the supervisor of sound during post-production)  What is this sound designer 
most famous for? – list at least four credits.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
4)  Who was the composer for the movie?  What is he or she most noted for? – list at 

least three credits.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5)  Please find interviews with each of these filmmakers and read them.   Properly cite 

your references here.   
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• Part B: Analysis and Evaluation  
 

1. Opening Design  

a. What are the first sounds heard in the movie?   

b. As the initial sequence continues, are other sounds added?   

c. In the first three scenes or sequences of the movie, is the sound design 

consistent or does it transform with changes of setting or time? 

2. Sound Effec ts :  Select a sequence from the movie, and describe its sound effects.   

a. When do they match visual cues seen on the screen?  

b. When did they occur outside of images seen by the viewer?  

c. Are they used to advance the story in a particular way?   

3. Music  

a. What are the sources of music in the film?   

b. In two sequences of the movie, comment on the use of music.  Is it heard by the 

characters?  How is it used to underscore or advance the story?   

4. Mix :  Select another sequence and describe the mix of sound elements. 

a. What is the mix of dialogue and sound effects on screen?  Off screen?   

b. How does music mix with the dialogue and sound effects?  Is it typically more 

prominent or less prominent?   

5. World on the Screen    

a. How did the sounds you described in the preceding questions help to tell the 

story of Raising Arizona?  In what ways do they help to define its world?   

b. How are the themes of this movie expressed through its sound design?  

Comment on at least three key messages of the movie and the importance of 

sound in their expression.    


